
#1: How many U.S. Senators are there?

U.S. Senate Recap

100.  That’s 2 per state.



Trade Quiz

#2:  TRUE or FALSE?

Senators have a four-year term of office.

False.  Senators serve for a term of 6 years.

U.S. Senate Recap



#3: TRUE or FALSE?

Senators are limited to no more than two terms 
in office.

Trade Quiz

False.  There are no term limits.  As long as 

your constituents keep re-electing you, you 

may continue to serve.

U.S. Senate Recap

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_members_of_the_United_States_Congress_by_longevity_of_service


#4: TRUE or FALSE?

The Senate is more prestigious and more powerful 
than the House of Representatives.

Trade Quiz

True.

U.S. Senate Recap



#5: Why is the Senate considered more 
prestigious and powerful than the House of 
Representatives?

Trade Quiz

a)Senators serve a longer term

b)Senators represent entire states

c)Senators have the power to approve 

treaties, Cabinet members, Supreme 

Court justices, etc.

U.S. Senate Recap



Senate Leadership Structure

President Pro Tempore
--most senior member of majority party

--lies after VP and Speaker of the House in line of succession

Majority Party             Minority Party

Majority Leader Minority Leader

Majority Whip Minority Whip



Senate Majority Leader

Statement on Obama’s budget

Support for Keystone

Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxAfNsqlDBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFde2RHcJFA


Senate 
Majority 

Whip

• John Thune (R-SD)



Senate Minority Leader

• Chuck Shumer
(D-NY)



Senate Minority Whip
• Richard Durbin (D-IL)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EGzyNO8OHnQ


Charles Grassley (R-IO)

Senate President Pro Tempore



Former Senate President Pro Tempore

• Daniel Inouye (D-HI)

Heat of Battle

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CGqXl9ZkMSY


Former Senate President Pro Tempore

• Robert Byrd (D-WV)

On Iraq

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ra9R3HBSljs


Logrolling

--the trading of favors, 
or quid pro quo, 
such as vote trading 
by legislative 
members to obtain 
passage of actions of 
interest to each 
legislative member.



Porkbarrelling

--a metaphor for federal 
government spending 
on localized projects, 
primarily to bring 
money to a 
representative's 
district

--often such projects are seen 
as wasteful spending to 
other taxpayers



Of course, “pork” is in the eye of the beholder. A 
program that seems pointless to an outsider may 
seem an essential investment of public money to 

recipients. Here are a few programs deemed worthy 
by the 107th Congress. 

Are any of these legitimate uses of federal money? 
You make the call.

Khan—Porkbarreling/Logrolling

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-government-and-civics/us-gov-interactions-among-branches/us-gov-structures-powers-and-functions-of-congress/v/earmarks-pork-barrel-projects-and-logrolling


$400,000 for manure-management research at 
the National Swine Research Center.



$50,000 for a tattoo removal program in San 
Luis Obispo, California.



$2,500,000 for the Fort Bent visitor center in 
Indiana



$650,000 for land acquisition for the Garnet 
Ghost Town in Montana



$400,000 for exchange programs to build 
linkages between American and foreign 
musicians



$25,000,000 to the International Fund for 
Ireland, to be spent on those projects that 
hold the greatest potential for job creation 
and equal opportunity for Irish people.



$500,000 for exhibits on the Sullivan Brothers at 
the Grout Museum in St. Louis, Missouri



$100,000 for Invent Iowa to encourage children 
to hold fairs displaying their inventions



$61,000 for the state historical society to archive 
the history of North Carolina workers



Logrolling Activity


